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Higgs Family

Taken c. 1965 at the 
Brimfield farm home. Front: 
Estella and Gerald Higgs. 
Back L-R: Gene, Roger, Arlen 
Higgs. 

Please note that Roger’s parents’ names are 
correct on this slide. His father’s name was 
incorrect in the interview and on the interview 
slide. We apologize for this error. 

Photo courtesy of Roger Higgs



Forney Farm Farm had 2 owners: Forney 
1842-1944 and the Higgs 
family 1944 to present.
Barn built in 1890’s and 
celebrated with a barn 
dance per family stories.

James Forney b 1863; left 
Theresa Frances McDonald 
b1867; Marguerite Forney 
B1900, 2 farm hands in 
center; Maude age 11 b 
1890; Frances age 9 B1892. 

Maude Forney 
Hasselbacher taught at the 
nearby Shane School 1944-
1947. Stayed with Higgs 
family during winter.

Photo taken of Forney farm c1901. Photo courtesy of Dorothy Jamison shared by Roger Higgs



Forney Family

Photo in front of Forney 
farmhouse c 1905. Still 
standing today without 
the ornate porch.

Photo of Descendants of 
James H Forney (1828-
1892) and Margaret A 
Forney (1828-1905).
Ladies front L-R: Belle 
(1857-1930); Cora 1865-
1936; Men L-R: Henry 
(1849-1920);James L 
(1853-1936); Ephriam 
(1850-1911); Lelander 
(1859-1931)

Photo courtesy of Dorothy Jamison from Roger Higgs



Shane School

1873 Section 7 Jubilee Twp Peoria County History 1896 Section 7 Jubilee Twp Peoria County History



8 May 1877 William and Elizabeth Johnston 
deeded land for $12 to the School Directors of 
District No 2 Township No 10 Range 6E, Jubilee 
Township for the sole purpose of school 
purposes. South  ¼ of Section 7…of the corner 
stone at the NE corner of the SW
Peoria County Land Records online SD 439

Land for Shane School 
Deeded 1877



Shane School Memories

The Brimfield News, pg 5,  Dec 27, 1917, online  brimfield.advantage-preservation.org 

WW1 Patriotism 1917

New Residents in the Shane School Neighborhood 1937

The Brimfield News, page 4,  March 25, 1937, online brimfield.advantage-
preservation.org



Walked to One 
Room School House: 
Shane School

Roger (L) and Arlen (R) Higgs walking to Shane 
School one half mile from home in an ice storm 
carrying their lunch pails. Photo courtesy of 
Roger Higgs



The Brimfield News, page 4, March 9, 1905, online brimfield-
advantage.preservation.org 

Box Supper by 4 Horse Team 1905

Fire at Shane School House 1924

The Brimfield News, page 4, Nov 27, 1924, online brimfield-
advantage.preservation.org 



Shane School Picnic. Jubilee Park. Summer 1947. Pictured: Mary Ann Cluskey (front); Maude (Forney) 
Hasselbacher-teacher 1944-1947 right of Mary Ann; Mrs. Charles Welch-4th person seated; Bernice (Miller) 
Johnson-teacher 1943, 6th person seated; Roger Higgs standing, in rear 



Transitioned from 
Shane School to 
Brimfield Grade School

Roger Higgs practicing basketball 
at the farm c. 1950. Note the 
brooder house, chicken house, 
machine shed, 1895 barn in the 
background. 
Photo courtesy of Roger Higgs



Brimfield Community Consolidated Grade School

Photo courtesy of 
Charolette Woodward 
Fletcher



Brimfield High School
SPORTS: Baseball (1956) and Basketball (1955)

Pilgrim Fellowship at Union Church
The Brimfield News, page 4. 13 Jan 1955. accessed 
online brimfield.advantage-preservation.com

Brimfield News 8 Dec 1955 page 1. 
accessed online brimfield.advantage-
preservation.com 

The Brimfield News page 4, 3 May 
1956. accessed online 
brimfield.advantage-preservation.com



Jubilee Loyal Leaders 4H, Future Farmers of America, Salutatorian

The Brimfield News 1 Dec 1955. 
accessed online 
brimfield.advantage-
preservation.com

The Brimfield News, page 4. 5 
May 1955. accessed online 
brimfield.advantage-
preservation.com

Roger Higgs 4H/FFA Hereford steer with corncrib in back. Taken 
1953. Photo courtesy of Roger Higgs



The Brimfield News, page 4, 
17 May 1956.accessed 
online brimfield.advantage-
preservation.com 

The Princeville 
Telephone, page 7, 20 
May 1976. accessed 
online 
brimfield.advantage-
preservation.com 

Photo courtesy of Roger 
Higgs

Lt. Roger Higgs (2nd Rt) Fort Riley, Kansas, June 1962
20 men and 5 tanks of the First Platoon, Co. A, 69th Armor, First Infantry Division. 
Inspector General of US Army inspection. Platoon placed first among 15 platoons and 5 
companies.



Brimfield 
Community 
Company 
Capitol Stock
1919

Brimfield Historical Society. Capital Stock 
$20,000.00. Geo, Corney one share fully paid and 
non-assessable 1 Nov 1919.
Donated by Larry Corney son of Elmer Corney, 
Grandson of George Corney



Brimfield Community 
Company. 
Meeting held at Community 
Building 16 March 1920.
Meeting called to order by Pres. J.C.Moore,
The following offers were then chosen for the ensuing 
J.C.Moore, President, L.G.Cady Vice President, O.F.Kelly Sec-
Tr. O.F.Kelly J.C.Moore and D.H. Johnson were chosen 
managers for the next year.
The following committees were selected to take care of 
Dedication Week festivities-
Monday-Moving Pictures-D.H.Johnson
Tuesday-Home Talent Play-O.F.Kelly, Miss Steel, Miss Maher
Wed.-American legion, J.C.Moore
Thurs. Supper-L.G.Cady A.Pacey, H.A.Blundy
Friday-Dance-O.F.Kelly
Saturday-Carnival Dr. T.J. Foley, C.M. Travis, D.H. Johnson
Adjourned, DHJohnson [signature] sec-tr

Brimfield Historical Society records



Brimfield Community Building Gains 
Nationwide attention

Kansas Municipalities, Vol V, Sept 1919 #9, page 8,9 found online on google 
books, 
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Kansas_Government_Journal_and_K
ansas_Mun/sQRGAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22brimfield%20commun
ity%20building%22&pg=RA14-PA8&printsec=frontcover



The Country Gentleman, Philadelphia, Vol LXXXIV, 20 Dec 1919 #51, page 15, digitized by Google,  HathiTrust 
online, https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015013718286&view=1up&seq=1550&q1=Brimfield

O.F. Kelly, the Man 
who Put Across 
Brimfield’s 
Community House



Farmer’s Bulletin, 1173 pp 18,19, 1921, Publication of US 
Department of Agriculture found on UNT Digital Library, 
https://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc3492/?q=
%22Farmers%20BUlletin%22%201173



Ewalt’s Recreation

Postcard photo courtesy of Brimfield Area Historical Society



Bowling Team 1950-1951

Top Row: Norma 
Harlan, Bernice Bragg 
Blundy, Unknown, 
Bernice Purcell 
Johnson, Aileen 
Bollman Corney
Front Row: John R. 
Powers, Donald (Dutch) 
Corney, unknown, 
unknown, Raymond 
Blundy, Bob Miars
Photo courtesy of the Brimfield 
Historical Society. 



Ewalt’s 
Recreation 
Skating and Bowling 
and Dancing and Pool
Label on photo says Recreation 
Building
Photo courtesy of Charolette Woodrow 
Fletcher
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