
Beverly England Hopkins
Interviewed 16 March 2023



Photos courtesy of Beverly Hopkins

1934 Beverly on red chair 

from Aunt Lorayne in Victoria, 

IL (above and top left)

Beverly Oct 1933 14 months 

Parents: Charles & Lucylle Stevenson 

England 2



1948 photo of Beverly England, Abington High School 

Graduation, just before she reached 16 years of age.

Photos courtesy of Beverly Hopkins
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Beverly England attended SIU Carbondale and 

met her future husband there. Jimmie Hopkins 

took this college portrait to Korea. 

Beverly England and Jimmie Hopkins marry.

August 1952 Abingdon, IL

November, 1952: Jimmie is drafted into army and 

served in the Korean War.  

Photos courtesy of Beverly Hopkins
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Jimmie, Karen, Mark, Paul, Janet, Beverly Hopkins

Photos courtesy of Beverly Hopkins .
Family photo-1963

Hopkins Newcomers.Page 3 of The Princeville Telephone, published in Princeville, Illinois on Thursday, June 6th, 

1963. Obtained online brimfield.advantage-preservation.org 

Hopkins family moved to Brimfield 1961
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http://brimfield.advantage-preservation.org


Brimfield

Community Involvement

Women’s Association of the Union Church (1969)

Cub Scouts/Boy Scouts

Union Church Deacon

Brimfield Sanitary District Clerk

Ballot for Village Trustee

Page 5 of The Princeville Telephone, published in 

Princeville, Illinois on Thursday, February 6th, 1975 

obtained online brimfield.advantage-preservation.com 

Page 5 of The Princeville Telephone, published in Princeville, Illinois on Thursday, April 

10th, 1969 obtained online brimfield.advantage-preservation.com

Page 5 of The Princeville Telephone, published in 

Princeville, Illinois on Thursday, June 24th, 1965 
retrieved online brimfield.advantage-preservation.com

Page 9 of The Telephone, published in 

Princeville, Illinois on 
Thursday, August 19th, 1976, retrieved online 

brimfield.advantage-preservation.com
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1956 yearbook Spectator Ms 

Stevenson, 3rd grade

Probably her 2nd year of teaching. 

1964 Chieftain 

yearbook. WIU, B.S.; 

Iowa State Teacher's 

College, Iowa State 

Agriculture College, 

Drake University 3rd, 4th 

grades. Found at 

Brimfield Public Library

1973 yearbook Chieftain

Last year teaching before retirement

Ms. Lorayne Stevenson
Graduate of Williamsfield High School

Teacher at Brimfield Grade School

1955-1973

Usually third grade
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Douglas C-47 WW2 Museum website Douglas Aircraft, California 
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Top Left: Kendall and Lorayne Stevenson 

(siblings) in TX c. 1942. Kendall was killed in a 

training exercise 3 months after this photo.

Lorayne worked for Douglas Aircraft in California 

during the war. Center: Lorayne in work clothes. 

Bottom right: Lorayne loved to read. c 1942

Photo courtesy of Beverly Hopkins



Where did Ms. Stevenson live in Brimfield?

-Rented an upstairs apartment in house north of grade school, 

2nd house from west

(Doerings lived there, many other families had lived there including the Minor family)

(Torn down now;

-Rented house across street, northwest corner of grade school

233 N. Madison

-Purchased 212 E. Clay Street
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233 N. Madison

Photo courtesy of Brimfield 

Area Historical Society

Found at Brimfield Public Library

212 E. Clay

Photo from Brimfield Area

Historical Society found at

Brimfield Public Library

“Mrs. Hindle’s house” on Clinton Street across from the grade school.

Now torn down. Rented by several families including Doerings, Mahers (Mart), and Minors.

The look of the house changed over time. 
Photos from Brimfield Area Historical Society



Photo courtesy of Beverly Hopkins

Where did the Hopkins family live in Brimfield?

1st house: 333 N Galena,

Large historic home

Beverly’s dad Mr. Charlie England

and his grandchildren

Mark, Karen, Paul, Janet Hopkins
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333 N. Galena Avenue

Photo from Brimfield Area Historical Society

Found at Brimfield Public Library



2nd house: 108 E. Illinois, built by Jimmie and Beverly Hopkins

Photo taken by Kim February 2023

Beverly in front of house, summer 1976.
Photo courtesy of Beverly Hopkins
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3rd house in the country

13206 N. Brimfield Cemetery Rd

Tornado 1998
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13206 N. Brimfield Cemetery Road

Taken from the road (front of house)
Photo taken by Kim February 2023

Taken Fall 1998 with a note on the back “almost done”

Referring to repairs after the tornado

From south side of house
Photo courtesy of Beverly Hopkins

13



14

318 N. Knoxville
Photo by Kim taken 2023

4th house in Brimfield



1967 5th grade, Brimfield Chieftain, 

found at Brimfield Public Library

Holly More and Beverly Hopkins

1983 Chieftain yearbook Found at Brimfield Public Library 1993 Chieftain yearbook 

found at Brimfield Public Library

Page 3 of The Princeville 

Telephone, published in 
Princeville, Illinois on 

Thursday, May 24th, 1973, 

retrieved online 
brimfield.advantage-

preservaton.com
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Mrs. Hopkins, Brimfield teacher

1966-1994



Page 4 of The Princeville Telephone, published in 

Princeville, Illinois on Thursday, November 18th, 1965.. 
Retrieved onlinebrimfield.advantage-preservation.com

Page 5 of The Princeville Telephone, published in Princeville, Illinois on Thursday, February 18th, 1971, 

retrieved online brimfield.advantage.presrvation.com

Page 5 of The Princeville Telephone, 

published in Princeville, Illinois on 
Thursday, November 12th, 1970, 

retrieved online brimfield.advantage-

preservation.com

Page 3 of The Princeville Telephone, published in Princeville, Illinois on 

Thursday, September 15th, 1966 retrieved online brimfield.advantage-
preservation.com
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“Mrs. Hopkins is teaching fifth grade. She comes from Abingdon, Illinois,

where she was graduated from high school. She received her diploma

at Southern Illinois University. Previously she has done only substitute 

work, teaching English II and IV and Speech here second semester of 

1964-65. Mrs. Hopkins is a local housewife and mother of four children.”

http://onlinebrimfield.advantage-preservation.com
http://brimfield.advantage-preservation.com
http://brimfield.advantage-preservation.com
http://brimfield.advantage-preservation.com
http://brimfield.advantage-preservation.com


Page 3 of The Princeville Telephone, published in 

Princeville, Illinois on Thursday, November 3rd, 1966, 
retrieved online brimfield.advantage-preservation.com

Brimfield old grade school in background.

New building west elementary wing  built 1956

Circa 1956-1960

Photos courtesy of Brimfield Area Historical Society

Brimfield Grade School 

Building Changes
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1961 Chieftain yearbook

1968 yearbook

Gym 1967 yearbook

Brimfield Grade School



Page 8 of The Princeville Telephone, published 

in Princeville, Illinois on Thursday, May 25th, 
1967, retrieved online brimfield.advantage-

preservation.com

Brimfield Heating & Air Conditioning

Jim Hopkins

B-J Coin Wash

Jimmie & Beverly Hopkins

Left article. Page 5 of The Princeville Telephone, published in 

Princeville, Illinois on Thursday, May 25th, 1972, retrieved 
online brimfield.advantage-preservation.com

Photo above  Brimfield Area Historical Society

19

First location (below): Old Post Office

http://brimfield.advantage-preservation.com


118 East Knoxville
Photos taken February 2023 by Kim

Historical view of businesses 

on south side Rt 150

Year unknown but Central Transfer

 in this building
Photo courtesy of Mrs. Charolette Fletcher
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The location of B J Coin Wash

On Knoxville Street

Photo to left shows the building 

when Central Transfer was there.
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